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possessing a mere shadow of power. In 1697 the nobles
had chosen the Elector of Saxony, who became
king with the title of Augustus II., but was
driven out some years afterwards by Charles XII. of
Sweden, who set up in his stead a Polish nobleman
called Stanislaus Lesczinsky. Stanislaus in his turn was
expelled by Russian influence, and Augustus remained
king for the rest of his life. Nothing more would in all
probability have been heard of Stanislaus had not Louis
XV. married his daughter, whereby he found a powerful
protector.

In 1733 Augustus II. died, and the Polish nobles,
bribed by French gold, and assured, as they thought, of
French support, proceeded to elect Stanislaus, Eiection Of
though aware that they thereby incurred the Stanislaus,
hostility of Russia and Austria, both  of these powers
being jealous of French interference in Poland.

Ten  days  after the election  Stanislaus  arrived  in ,
Warsaw,  but  was  almost  immediately expelled by a
Russian army under Marshal Lacy, and com- Expulsion of
pelled to take refuge in the fortress of Dantzig. l^j^of
Lacy then caused a faction of the Polish nobles Augustus.
to elect the late king's son, Augustus, Elector of Saxony.
Austria took no part in the election, but it was notorious
that she favoured the Saxon candidate, who had gained
the Emperor by agreeing  to recognise the   Pragmatic
Sanction, to which his father had always refused to
consent.

France then declared war on the Emperor; but, in-
stead of burdening herself with  the reinstatement  of
Stanislaus, she marched an army into Lorraine. France de_
The conquest of this province was, in fact, her dares war on
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motive for meddling in the Polish election, and and invades
she had shown great astuteness in making the Lorrame-
election a casus belli, for it was a matter as to which